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dlers wages, they see and perceave verye well, that men woulde be
lothe to parte from those thinges, that they ones begonne to have
pleasure and delite in. To remedie all this they have founde out a
meanes, whiche, as it is agreeable to all their other lawes and cus-
tomes, so it is from ours, where golde is so much set by, and so dili-
gently kept, very farre discrepant and repugnaunt: and therfore un~
credible, but onelye to them that be wise. For where as they eate and
drinke in earthen and glasse vesselles, whiche in dede be curiouslye
and properlie made, and yet be of very small value: of golde and
sylver they make commonly chaumber pottes, and other vesselles, that
serve for moste vile uses, not onely in their common balks, but in
every man's private house. Furthermore of the same metalles they
make greate chaines, fetters, and gieves wherin they tie their bond-
men.
Finally whosoever for any offense be infamed, by their eares hange
rynges of golde: upon their fyngers they weare rynges of golde, and
aboute their neckes chaines of golde: and in conclusion their heades
be tied aboute with gold. Thus by al meanes possible thei procure
to have golde and silver among them in reproche and infamie. And
these mettalles, which other nations do as grevously and sorrowe-
fullye forgo, as in a manner their owne lives: if they should alto-
gethers at ones be taken from the Utopians, no man there would
thinke that he had lost the worth of one farthing. They gather also
pearles by the seaside, and Diamondes and carbuncles upon certen
rockes, and yet they seke not for them: but by chaunce finding them,
they cut and polish them.
And therwith thei deck their yonge infauntes. Whiche like as in
the first yeres of their childhod, they make muche and be fonde and
protide of such ornamentes, so when they be a litle more growen in
yeares and discretion, perceiving that none but children do weare such
toies and trifels: they lay them awaye even of their own shamefaste-
nesse, wythoute anye byddynge of their parentes: even as our chyl-
dren, when they waxe bygge, doo caste awaye nuttes, brouches, and
puppettes. Therfore these lawes and customes, which be so farre
differente from al other nations, howe divers fantasies also and
myndes they doo cause, dydde I never so playnelie perceave, as in the
Ambassadoures of the Anemolians.
These Ambassadoures came to Amaurote whiles I was there. And
because they came to entreate of great and weightie matters, those
three citizens a pece oute of everie citie were comen thether before
them. But all the Ambassadours of the nexte countreis, which had
bene there before, and knewe the fashions and maners of the Uto-
pians, atnonge whom they perceaved no honoure geven to sumptuous
apparel!, silkes to be contemned, golde also to be infamed and re-
prochful, were wont to come thether in verie homelye and simple